HAYAGRIVA







LONG AGO, VISHNU WHO IS ALSO KNOWN AS
JANARDHANA, HAD WAGED A WAR LASTING SIXTEEN
THOUSAND YEARS WITH THE ASURAS. AT THE END OF THE
BATTLE, OVERCOME WITH FATIGUE, HE WENT TO SLEEP,
IN A STANDING POSTURE, WITH HIS HEAD SUPPORTED BY
THE TIP OF HIS PEERLESS BOW. AS FATE WOULD HAVE IT,
HE FELL INTO A REALLY DEEP SLEEP, UNAWARE OF HIS
SURROUNDINGS AND STOOD AS ONE WHOSE LIFE HAD
BECOME EXTINCT.

WHEN THE DEVAS AND THE DIVINE SAGES BEHELD THIS,
THEY GREW VERY WORRIED. FOR WHO WOULD
PROTECT THE WORLD IF THE GREAT PROTECTOR IS
SLEEPING? BESIDES, FOR THE YAGNA (SACRIFICE) TO BE

CONDUCTED IN HEAVEN, VISHNU'S PRESENCE WAS
ESSENTIAL. EVEN BRAHMA AND SHIVA WHO WERE
PRESENT, WERE CONCERNED ABOUT VISHNU'S STATE.

INDRA SUPPLICATED HIMSELF BEFORE SHIVA AND SAID




O LORD, THE WORLD IS
DESCENDING INTO CHAOS AS
JANARDHANA, ALSO KNOWN AS
HARI, IS DEEP IN SLUMBER. IT IS
ALSO TIME FOR THE GREAT

SACRIFICE TO BE CONDUCTED
BY US, BUT THE LORD OF THE
SACRIFICE IS ASLEEP. PLEASE

HELP US!

4
SHIVA TURNED TO BRAHMA AND SAID

THE SCRIPTURES SAY THAT WAKING

SOMEONE WHO IS IN DEEP SLEEP
1S A GREAT SIN. HOWEVER,
DESPERATE TIMES CALL FOR

DESPERATE MEASURES. AMONG
YOUR MYRIAD CREATIONS, |
REMEMBER THAT THERE WAS A
TINY BEETLE, BELONGING TO THE
CHEL SPECIES. LET IT EAT THE
BOWSTRING FROM THE BOTTOM.
WHEN THE BOW RECOILS FROM ITS
TENSE STATE, THE NOISE WILL
WAKE VISHNU UP.

ACCORDINGLY BRAHMA COMMANDED THE INSECT TO BREAK THE
BOWSTRING. WHEN THE STRING BROKE, THE BOW SNAPPED ERECT
'WITH A NOISE, THAT SOUNDED LIKE THAT MADE AT THE END OF THE
WORLD. ALL THOSE PRESENT WERE FRIGHTENED BY THAT TERRIBLE
SOUND. ILL OMENS APPEARED IN THE AIR. THE SUN SANK BEFORE ITS
APPOINTED TIME. ALL CREATION STARTED ACTING IN A MANNER
INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR NORMAL BEHAVIOR
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'WHEN THE DEVAS LOOKED TO SEE IF VISHNU HAD WOKEN, A GORY
SIGHT MET THEIR EYES. THE RECOILING BOW TIP HAD BEHEADED
VISHNU! ONLY HIS LIFELESS TORSO STOOD THERE, A GRIM SIGHT THAT
SHOOK THE BEHOLDERS TO THE CORE OF THEIR BEING.

THE ONLY THING WE CAN DO
DURING THIS EVIL TIME, IS TO
PRAY TO DEVI. SHE IS THE LIFE
FORCE BEHIND THE UNIVERSE.
EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IS
ACCORDING TO HER WILL. IF
VISHNU HAS BEEN BEHEADED,
SHE MUST HAVE CAUSED IT TO
HAPPEN. ONLY SHE CAN SHOW
US THE PATH FROM OUR
PRESENT PREDICAMENT.

ACCORDINGLY, ALL THE DEVAS, SHIVA AND
BRAHMA, STARTED PRAYING TO SHAKTI. THEY
SANG MANY HYMNS EXTOLLING HER PROWESS,
PRAISING THE GREAT LOVE SHE HAS FOR ALL HER
CREATIONS. THEY PRAISED HER AS THE FORCE
BEHIND ALL CREATION, ONE WHO CONTROLS
THE FATE OF THE UNIVERSE.




AT LAST, AN INCORPOREAL VOICE SHOUTED FROM
THE SKY

O DEVAS, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO WORRY.
YOU HAVE WORSHIPED ME AS PER THE
METHOD DESCRIBED IN THE VEDAS. | AM VERY
MUCH PLEASED. THERE IS A REASON WHY |
CAUSED VISHNU'S HEAD TO BE CUT OFF FROM
HIS BODY. LISTEN TO THIS STORY

LONG AGO, THERE A GREAT ASURA KING NAMED
HAYAGREEVA PERFORMED A GREAT PENANCE
DIRECTED TO ME ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER
SARASWATI. WHEN | APPEARED BEFORE HIM, HE
ASKED FOR THE BOON OF IMMORTALITY. WHEN |
TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, HE THEN ASKED
FOR A BOON THAT HE MAY BE KILLED ONLY BY A
CREATURE WITH THE FACE OF A HORSE




EMBOLDENED BY MY BOON, HE HAS OPPRESSED THE
WORLD FOR A LONG TIME. NOBODY IS SAFE FROM
HIS MARAUDING FORCES. | HAVE DECIDED THAT
VISHNU SHOULD SLAY HIM. LET BRAHMA FIT THE
BODY OF HARI (VISHNU) WITH THAT OF A HORSE.
YOU SHALL ACCOMPLISH MY WILL BY THIS MEANS."
ACTING ON THE INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEVI, BRAHMA
INSTANTLY BEHEADED A HORSE WITH A SWORD. HE
THEN FITTED VISHNU WITH ITS HEAD. VISHNU WAS
TRANSFORMED BY THE GRACE OF DEVI INTO A
'WONDROUS CREATURE, OF IMMENSE STRENGTH, WITH
THE BODY OF A MAN, AND WITH THE HEAD OF A
HEAD. HE WAS KNOWN AS HAYAGREEVA (HORSE-
HEADED). AT THE END OF A VICIOUS BATTLE, THE
ASURA HAYAGREEVA WAS KILLED BY VISHNU, IN HIS
FORM AS HAYAGREEVA. BY THE DEVI'S GRACE, VISHNU
REGAINED HIS PREVIOUS FORM AT THE END OF THIS
BATTLE.




