





HUGE, GRAY CLOUDS THAT ARE OVERCAST
ARRIVE OVER INDIA EVERY JUNE. BECAUSE THEY
ARE LADEN WITH WATER, THESE CLOUDS ARE
GRAY. AND WHEN THESE CLOUDS STREAM
ACROSS INDIA, THEY HYDRATE THE LAND AND
FILL LAKES, RIVERS, AND WELLS. TO THIS DAY,
ALL CREATURES OF ALL TYPES, INCLUDING MEN,
WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND TEENAGERS, LOOK
FORWARD TO THE RAINS.

BUT TWELVE YEARS PASSED WITHOUT ANY RAIN
IN THE DISTANT PAST. WELLS AND RIVERS DRIED
OUT. TO CULTIVATE FOOD, THERE WAS NO
WATER AVAILABLE. NO DRINKING WATER WAS
AVAILABLE. THERE WERE HUNGER AND THIRST
ISSUES. WITHOUT WATER, THE ANIMALS
EVENTUALLY STARTED TO PERISH.
BHAGIRATHA, THE LOCAL KING, COULD NO
LONGER STAND TO WITNESS HIS PEOPLE'S
PLIGHT. "IT WON'T RAIN TODAY. HE SAID, "I'M
GOING TO THE HIMALAYAS TO PETITION THE
KING OF MOUNTAINS TO BRING A RIVER TO
OUR REGION.




HE TRAVELED TO HIMALAYA
AFTER LEAVING HIS EMPIRE. THE
MOUNTAIN KING WAS TAKEN
ABACK. HE SUMMONED THE
YOUNG MONARCH AND
INQUIRED AS TO WHAT HAD LED
HIM SO FAR FROM HIS REALM.
"MY FARM HAS BEEN WITHOUT
RAIN FOR 12 YEARS. ANIMALS

AND PEOPLE ARE PASSING AWAY.
CROPS HAVE DRIED UP. I'M
TRYING TO KEEP THEM ALIVE.
SEND ME A RIVER FROM AMONG
YOUR MANY. BHAGIRATHA
BEGGED, "I'LL TAKE THE RIVER TO
MY REALM.




1 WOULD HAVE
SENT GANGA,
MY DAUGHTER,
TO ASSIST YOU.
BUT SHE'S NOT
HERE ANYMORE §

WHERE IS SHE

WORRIED
BHAGIRATHA
QUESTIONED




HIMALAYA REMARKED, POINTING ALOFT,
"UP THERE, WHERE THE GODS LIVE."

COULD YOU ASK HER TO COME BACK TO
THE PLANET? QUESTIONED BHAGIRATHA
HIMALAYA CRIED OUT. IF ONLY KIDS
WOULD PAY ATTENTION TO THEIR
PARENTS. ADDITIONALLY, GANGA IS A
BAD GIRL. NO, BHAGIRATHA—-ASKING HER
IS PREFERABLE.

BHAGIRATH RAISED HIS HEAD. OH GANGA,
DAUGHTER OF THE HIMALAYA, PEOPLE
ON EARTH NEED YOU, HE SAID, RAISING
HIS HANDS IN REVERENCE. | IMPLORE YOU
TO COME DOWN. GANGA QUICKLY
COMPLIED WITH HIS REQUEST AFTER
REALIZING THE SITUATION OF THE
PEOPLE. BHAGIRATHA EXCLAIMED IN JOY.
HE SAID,







GANGA COMMANDED BHAGIRATHA,

WAIT." "I'LL BE
CRASHING DOWN
'WITH SUCH POWER
IF 1 JUMP FROM
SUCH A VAST
HEIGHT, THAT THE
GROUND WILL BE
SWEPT AWAY.

"LET ME COME UP WITH A PLAN TO BRING
YOU DOWN TO EARTH WHILE
SIMULTANEOUSLY SAFEGUARDING THE
PLANET, " BHAGIRATHA STATED. HE WAS
INSTRUCTED TO APPROACH LORD SHIVA
BY HIMALAYA. BHAGIRATHA PRAYED TO
SHIVA AS A RESULT.
BHAGIRATHA REMARKED, "LORD, ONLY
YOU CAN CATCH GANGA AS SHE COMES
DOWN." "GRADUALLY LET HER FLOW
DOWN, AND CATCH HER BEFORE SHE
TOUCHES THE GROUND."




GANGA, I'M
READY FOR YOU,

AS HE STOOD ON A LOFTY
HILLTOP AND PEERED UP AT
THE STARS. DROP DOWN.
BHAGIRATHA REGARDED THE
SKY WHILE STANDING NEXT
TO SHIVA WITH HIS HANDS
FOLDED.

GANGA QUESTIONED,




ARE YOU CERTAIN YOU'LL BE
STANDING STILL AS | COME
DOWN, OR WILL YOU BE WASHED
AWAY? WITH A SLY SMILE. SHIVA
FURROWED HIS BROW.
BHAGAIRATHA QUICKLY SAID,
"PLS DO NOT BECOME ENRAGED.
YOU ARE HERE TO ASSIST ME AND
THE MANY OTHERS WHO ARE IN
NEED OF WATER. "ALL RIGHT,

GANGA, COME DOWN WITH ALL
YOUR MIGHT,"” SHIVA SAID WITH A
SMILE. | AM PREPARED FOR YOU.
DEVAS GATHERED IN THE SKIES TO
WATCH GANGA DEPART FOR
EARTH. GANGA YELLED
MOCKINGLY,




HERE | COME,
SHIVA. I'LL BE
CAUGHT IF
YOU CAN

AS GANGA DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN TO
THE WORLD BELOW, BHAGIRATHA
LOOKED IN AWE. GANGA WATERS

VIOLENTLY PLUNGED TO THE GROUND.
THE GANGA WATER HAS NOW
ESTABLISHED A CONNECTION BETWEEN
HEAVEN AND EARTH.
BHAGIRATHA WAS IN AMAZEMENT AS HE
OBSERVED IT. BHAGIRATHA COULD SEE A
SHEET OF WATER COMING FOR ONE
SECOND, AND THEN IT VANISHED WITH
NO TRACE.




WHERE ARE YOU,

GANGA?

I'M HERE., I'M
CAUGHT IN
SHIVA'S HAIR




FOR GANGA, WHO WAS
ENTRAPPED THERE, SHIVA HAD
BOUND HIS MATTED HAIR INTO A
DAM ON HIS HEAD. DESPITE HER
BEST EFFORTS, SHE WAS UNABLE
TO ESCAPE FROM SHIVA'S HAIR'S
CONFINEMENT.

| KNOW
GANGA HAS
BEEN WICKED,
OH LORD,




BHAGIRATHA IMPLORED TO
SHIVA ONCE MORE. “"HOWEVER,
YOU ARE HERE TO ASSIST ME AS

WELL AS THOSE WHO ARE
HUNGRY AND THIRSTY NEARBY.
PLEASE LET THE GANGES FLOW
OouT.”
WHEN SHIVA FINALLY GAVE

DOWN, THE GANGES BEGAN TO
TRICKLE DOWN HIS MATTED HAIR.

SHIVA WAS THANKED BY
BHAGIRATHA, WHO THEN INVITED
GANGA TO ACCOMPANY HIM AS
HE CLIMBED INTO HIS CHARIOT.




GANGA FOLLOWED BHAGIRATHA AS HE
RODE THROUGH THE HIMALAYAN
MOUNTAINS. BHAGIRATHA CONSTANTLY
CHECKING BEHIND HIM TO MAKE SURE
GANGA WAS FOLLOWING HIM AS HE
DROVE. HE CROSSED THE HERMITAGE OF
SAGE JAHNU AND TURNED SHARPLY,
LOOKING BACK. TO HIS SURPRISE, GANGA
HAD VANISHED!

SHE HAD MADE A DETOUR TO GO INTO THE
HERMITAGE OF SAGE JAHNU. THE SAGE
SHIFTED IN HIS DEEP MEDITATION AS HE
FELT THE DRENCHING OF HIS LOWER LIMBS.
HE GENTLY OPENED HIS EYES AND
DISCOVERED HIMSELF IN THE WATERS OF
THE GANGA, LAUGHING AT THE SAGE'S
PREDICAMENT. THE SAGE CUPPED THE
WATER IN HIS HAND AND SIPPED, ANNOYED
BY HER. TO HER SURPRISE, GANGA FOUND
HERSELF BEING DRAWN INTO THE SAGE'S
CUPPED HAND, AND THE NEXT THING SHE
KNEW, SHE WAS WITHIN THE SAGE'S BELLY!




BHAGIRATHA YELLED, "GANGA,
WHERE ARE YOU?"

A WEAK VOICE WAS HEARD SAYING,
"HERE, KING, I AM IN SAGE JAHNU'S
BELLY!™
BHAGIRATHA KNELT ON THE
GROUND. SAGE, GANGA IS AMUSING.

WHY DON'T YOU FORGIVE HER AND
LET HER LEAVE? WE REQUIRE HER
SINCE OUR AREA LACKS WATER.

GANGA WAS PERMITTED TO EXIT
SAGE JAHNU'S EAR.




GANGA TURNED IN THE DIRECTION
OF HOME AS BHAGIRATHA DID. SHE
DIDN'T TAKE ANY SIDE TRIPS THIS
TIME.

PEOPLE AND ANIMALS FLOCKED TO
GANGA AS SHE FLOWED THROUGH
THE AREA. OH GANGA, YOU SAVED
OUR LIVES, THEY CRIED AS THEY
BOWED TO HER AND DRANK THE
WATER THEY HAD SCOOPED INTO
THEIR PALMS. REGROWTH OF DRIED-
UP CROPS. THE PLANTS BECAME
GREEN. THE FLOWERS GREW.
GANGA SPREAD HAPPINESS AMONG
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, AND PLANTS
WHEREVER SHE WENT.




BHAGIRATHA APPEALED TO HER WHEN
SHE GOT CLOSE TO THE DRIED-UP
OCEAN FLOOR. "FLOW GANGA, FLOW
TO THE OCEAN'S FLOOR. FILL IT UP
WITH WATER.

THE WATERS FILLED QUICKLY.

THE RISING OCEAN MADE THE SUN
DELIGHTED TO WATCH. HIS BEAMS
DRAINED THE SEA OF ITS WATER. WHEN
CLOUDS STARTED TO FORM, IT
STARTED TO RAIN EVERYWHERE.

RAIN DRENCHED THE DIRT, WHICH THEN
PRODUCED A LUSH GREEN CARPET.
BHAGIRATHA WAS PRAISED BY THE

LOCALS FOR DELIVERING GANGA TO
THE PLANET.
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