
Dhanvantari
Deva of Medicine and a member of

dashavatar





Lord Dhanvantari is said to be the universe's and
the gods' physician in the ancient Hindu

scriptures.

The Devatas and Asuras sought after Amrit, the celestial elixir and
antidote to death, which would grant them immortality, when the

universe was first created. Only churning the ocean could produce
Amrit. As a result, the Devatas and Asuras worked together to stir the
water. The hundred-headed serpent Vasuki served as the churning rope,

and Mount Madura served as the churning pole. They pulled the
serpent back and forth, splashing the water as they went around the

mountain. As they stirred the ocean, it began to foam and bubble.

For a millennium, the churning
went on without any results.

The Devas and Asuras never gave
up and continued to stir. Their

efforts at last paid off.



One day the wish-fulfilling cow Kamadhenu emerged
from the ocean. They were ecstatic when it showed up

and began churning the ocean with considerably
more vigor. The ocean gradually gave birth to a

number of celestial beings, including Shri Laxmi, the
Goddess of Wealth, who, after being worshipped by
all the Gods, demigods, asuras, and everyone else
present, was united with her husband Lord Vishnu.

Other celestial beings and objects
include Ucchaisrava (the white

horse), Airavata (the white
elephant)



Shri Laxmi

Ucchaisrava

Airavata

Kaustubhamani (a rare
diamond), Kalpavriksha



Lord Dhanvantari at long last appeared. Young
and powerfully built, he was. His skin was blue
black, and he had a very wide chest. He moved
like a lion, had powerful arms, and crimson
eyes. He was dressed in a vivid yellow outfit,

had oil applied to his curly hair, and was
sporting gleaming pearl earrings. He came out

with a conch, leeches, medicinal herbs, a chakra
(one of Lord Vishnu's heavenly weapons), and a

jar of Amrit, the celestial nectar.



To choose who would consume the Amrit
first, the Asuras began fighting over the pot
that contained it. To rescue Amrit from the

Asuras, Lord Vishnu assumed the form of
Mohini, a stunning woman who mesmerized
them. Nothing was left for the Asuras when

Lord Vishnu served Amrit to all the Gods and
Devatas. The Asuras, who battled with the

Devas in agony, were ultimately victorious.



Lord Vishnu informed the Devas
that Lord Dhanvantari will make
another appearance in the globe

to impart the science of Ayurveda
to the human species. Lord Vishnu
foretold that Lord Dhanvantari
will be born on this planet. In the

hopes that Lord Dhanvantari
would be pleased with him and give

him a son, King Dirghatamas of
Kashi (Benares) underwent strict
penance. Dirghatamas requested

that Lord Dhanvantari be born as
his own son after the Lord arrived
and granted the monarch a gift. He

received his wish from the Lord.
Soon after that, Lord Dhanvantari
was born into Kashi's royal family

and grew up to become the
monarch.



He displayed great austerities, was
exceedingly disciplined, and had ascetic

tendencies even as a young child. The
sages and rishis (seers) who were his
pupils received oral instruction in

Ayurveda. The Agni Purana has a
chronicle of his teachings, along with

those of his followers Susruta,
Pauskalavata, Aurabha, Vaitarana, and

others. Dhanvantari Jayanti is a holiday
honoring the birthdate of Lord

Dhanvantari. Every year, it occurs two
days before Diwali, the festival of

lights, on Dhanteras. A Diya (light) is lit
at the front door of the house on this
day to welcome Lord Dhanvantari and

wish him good health and happiness.
Lord Dhanvantari is credited with

spreading Ayurveda. The Bible states that
everyone who prays to Lord

Dhanvantari will be healed of all
illnesses. In India, Lord Dhanvantari is

revered as the God of Medicine.


