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goddess joythi

Goddess jjoythi is the
goddess of light and
she is the daughter of

lord shiva and parvthi
devi. She is very close to

her brother Lord
Murugan



Mother is the Goddess of
Lights and Illumination.

Literally ‘Jyoti’ means
Light. External lights

pertain to sense of sight
but Mother Jyoti blesses
that one sees the Inner

Light. 



Darkness signifies negativity,
negative qualities, emotions

or experiences. These
symbolize ignorance and the

ill-effects it brings to the
human mind and life.



 Light signifies the very

opposite and stands for
Illumination, Truth and Love.

In Vedantic thoughts Brahman
is self-shining, self-luminous

and shines by his own
brightness. ‘As He shines, does
everything else shine after.’






The concept of Jyoti is in line
with Brihadaranyaka Upanishad

1.3.28: 'Asato ma sat gamaya;
Tamaso ma jyotir gamaya ;

Mrityor ma amritam gamaya'
meaning 'From ignorance lead me
to truth, From darkness lead me
to light, From death lead me to
immortality'. There are various

scriptural commentaries on
Jyoti connecting Light to the

sacred fires of Agni and
illumination of Surya, the Sun

God. Indeed, the candle in a
church or the Buddhist lamp

point in the sale spiritual
direction but said in their own

way.



The Panchamahabhutas – earth,
water, fire, air and space

emanate from Brahman; they are
the omnipresent Cosmic

Consciousness which
constitutes all matters and

energy in the universe - Taittiriya
Upanishad 2.1. The Yogakundalini

Upanishad adds that after a
person's body sees mortal death,
he or she attains ‘a disembodied

state, after which the person
discards the body, as if moving

through the air. 



The Highest Light that the
emancipated ‘Self’ reaches is

Divine by nature. Divinity goes by
many names in Hinduism.

However, spiritual tradition is
clear that we see unity in variety

and that these are
manifestations of one Divine
reality. Naradaparivrajaka

Upanishad states this divinity is
‘higher than the highest, greater
than the great, and naturally
brilliant.’ Skanda Upanishad

mentions this to be, the Light of
all Lights.



Mythologically, this creative
process is symbolised by the

divine family of Lord Shiva. In
addition to his spouse Goddess
Parvathi, his sons, Ganesha and

Skanda, a daughter Goddess
Jyoti is mentioned allegorically.

Did the Divine Couple have a
daughter named Jyoti?








Goddess Jyoti, Goddess of Light,
is said to represent the power of

the Ultimate Reality – Brahman
that illuminates our minds. She is

said to give shape and form to
all created things and beings in
the world. In pinning her status,

Goddess Jyoti is stated to be
‘Skanda’s sister’. Muruga’s Vel,
Seval and Mayil needs further
elaboration here as they seem

connected to Jyoti. When
Muruga stands as Danda Pani

with his Vel, he represents both
Saguna and Niguna aspects of

the Infinite Divine.







His vahana, the peacock, is said
to show the shape of the

Pranava Om when it spreads its
tail. Within it is the ‘Prahbrahma

Jyoti’ and the subordinated
serpent shows the Maya impurity
completely overpowered by the

power of Pranava. 



The joy revealed by the peacock
dance displays inner joy

symbolizing the predominance
of Sattva over the Rajas and

Tamas qualities. The
predominating Sattva is a

prerequisite for the acquisition
of true knowledge, the Jyoti of

Truth symbolized by Lord
Muruga. Thus even his vahana has
entirely conquered pride, egoism

and vanity.







The Seval or cockerel also
symbolizes the Pranava as Nada

Brahman – the sound form of
God. It is the cock that

proclaims or announces the
rising Sun. This symbolizes the

dawn of Knowledge and the Sun,
the heavenly body that dispels
darkness. Thus the Seval is also

Jyoti that dispels ignorance and
announces the approach of

knowledge.







VEL: Vel or Spear, in the hands of
Lord Muruga, is an embodiment
of his mother, Parvathi’s power
to annihilate evil. In a sense it is
also the power of Shiva-Shakti.
It is of similar status to that of
his father, Lord Shiva’s Trisulam.
The Vel as an emblem of power,
was presented by Parvathi to

Muruga to indicate his rule over
the Universe. Over time the Vel

has become a symbol of worship
and devotees do obeisance to it

singularly.









In the Skanda Purana, the war
between Murugan and the asura
Surapadman is described. Sura

disguises himself as a mango tree
to evade detection. Muruga’s Vel,

however splits the tree into
two; one becoming a Seval -

rooster and the other a Mayil –
peacock. These are symbolic of
Murugan’s battle flag and the

other, symbol of valour. This is
a triumph of good over evil,
which allegory is succinctly

explained by His Holiness Swami
Sivananda.










Swami Sivananda writes that the
Vel or Spear was given to

Subrahmanya by Parvati, the
embodiment of Siva-Sakti. It,

therefore, indicates that the Spear
was the symbol of true Knowledge
as coming out of Parvati, the Para

Sakti. The shape of the Vel also
shows that Knowledge in the form

of JYOTIS will start from
Muladhara, which is the bottom of

the Vel, pass through the
intermediate Nadis, which are

represented by the body of the Vel
and pierce through the thousand-
petalled Brahmarandhra, which is

represented by the sharp, leaf-
shaped end of the Vel.










The Spear or Vel is the weapon
which pierces through the demon

of Ignorance. This is Ekagra Chitta
or the one-pointed mind so much

insisted upon in Raja Yoga without
which progress is impossible for
the Yogi. It is the preliminary for
concentration, meditation and

absorption—all of which together
constitute the Yogic Samyama. In
the legend, it is Soorapadma, the
Asura, who are slain by the Vel.
That Asura is none other than

Ignorance.”











SHAIVITE COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS: How is
Cosmic Consciousness represented by

the Siva family? Lord Shiva -the
cosmic consciousness, the Goddess
Parvathi - creative energy, Ganesha

symbolizes the elements of earth and
water, Skanda represents the element

of fire. Goddess Jyoti is said to
symbolize the two elements of air
and space. Since fire uses air and

burns in space, in Hindu mythology
Jyoti is always associated with
Skanda and is known more as

Skanda's sister than as Ganesha's
sister. She is therefore worshipped in

her formless- arupa aspect in all
temples where Lord Skanda is

worshipped.









In the Skanda Purana accounts, Skanda is
Siva himself as he was born after intense

tapas of six sparks from Shiva’s forehead.
Goddess Jyoti is said to be born of one

spark from Parvathi’s forehead and
fashioned as the Vel to fight Surapadman.
This Vel is thus said not just an invisible
weapon but a deity in its own right. Dr
Alaggapan writes: “Jyoti is a member of

the Shiva family. She is a part of the
eternal godhead. When Shiva - static
consciousness, united with Shakti -
kinetic energy, Ganesha - sound and

Skanda -light were born. Jyoti, the 'spark
of light' was also born out of this

union. She represents the female principle
of light since she is active in creation,

while Skanda represents the male
principle of light. She is predominantly

made of light like Skanda and may be
considered as Skanda’s sister.”






In her arupa state none other than the
Vel in the hands of Lord Muruga. As an
energized and dynamic weapon, she is
‘Shakti Vel’. As a precious stone she is

‘Ratna Vel’. Goddess Jyoti is ‘Jnana Vel’ as
she removes darkness and ignorance. As

she provides for victorious spiritual
advancement, she is ‘Vetri Vel’. Thus

Goddess Jyoti assists Lord Muruga to
win over internal battles on the

spiritual path leading to moksha. Since
the Vel in question is made of fire, it
cannot be defeated in its arupa or

formless form. Goddess Jyoti is said to
be the form of Durga to protect human

kind.













KUNDALINI: The human body is the
embodiment of a temple. Shiva and Shakti

constitute the right and left nostrils
through which one breathes. Sri Ganesha

resides at the base of the spine from
which Jyoti or the Kundalini force, rises

through the five cakras – Muladhara,
Manipuraka, Swadhistana, Anahata,

Visudhi and Ajna cakra. These are said to
be the six battle houses of Lord Skanda.
















According to Tantra Yoga, Jyoti is the
aroused kundalini shakti or latent

energy that resides in the ajna chakra -
psychic center between the eyebrows in
the forehead and is experienced as light
in deep meditation. “When the Kundalini
Shakti travels up the spine and reaches

the Ajna cakra in the forehead, the
merger with Shakti residing there

represents the confluence of the power
of the Mother, being given to and

becoming part of the son. The battle
between the higher self and the lower self

rages in the six cakras, or the battle
houses of Lord Skanda. 














After winning the battles, Jyoti reaches
her mother in the sixth battle house of

Skanda, known as Ajna Cakra.”













JYOTI WORSHIP: In her brightness and of
similar age to the girl in the myths

surrounding Goddess Tripurasundari, she
is said to symbolize the light of

knowledge that dispels the darkness of
ignorance. Light symbolizes illumination.

Her worship is said to go towards
wisdom and spiritual progress.








Goddess Jyoti in her Vel manifestation is
inseparable from Lord Muruga. When the
Vel is worshipped, one worships Goddess

Jyoti also. As ‘Saravabavayai’ she is
intertwined with Saravana and acts for

him. In Palamutircolai Temple, Jyoti is
worshipped as ‘Rakkayi’ on full moon

days. As a village deity, Rakkayi has the
face of fire symbolizing the Vel. It is said
that the ‘Arutperum Jyoti’ of the Jyoti

festival at Tiruvannamalai Temple refers
to the Goddess. The north Indian

‘Jwalamukhi’ is claimed to be a reference
to Goddess Jyoti.






Eloborations of the arupa worship of
Goddess Jyoti seems to be a recent

enlightenment by Sri La Sri Pandrimalai
Swamigal. In putting together these

notes, I have been inspired by a beautiful
Tamil article ‘Swarupa Vel – Skanda’s

Sister Jyoti’ by Dr Alagappa Alaggapan.
The writer convincingly seems to have
highlighted Goddess Jyoti to be among

the pantheon of Hindu Goddesses.







Srimathi Radharani is not mentioned in
the Bhagwatam but one feels her presence
in the heart. One transcends metaphors
and symbolism to achieve such presence.

That is a overwhelming feeling about
Radha. Similarly, much can be desired

about the status of Goddess Jyoti as a
member of the Shiva family or whether

Hindu symbolism of Skanda’s Vel is being
given a stretched interpretation to give
life to a Goddess in the name of Feminine

Energy so required of the Vel.









In the perennial wisdom tradition of
Hinduism and Vedantic thoughts, one is
to ‘'Fill the Heart with the oil of Love.
Place in it the wick of single-pointed
mind. Light it with the Knowledge of
Truth and remove the darkness of

Ignorance around you. Just as one lamp
can light many lamps; let each of us

kindle this Light in many hearts.' Goddess
Jyoti is the divine reminder that "The light
that shines above the heavens and above

this world, the light that shines in the
highest world, beyond which there are

no others–that is the light that shines in
the hearts of men” - Chandogya

Upanishad 3.13.7.









JYOTI AHAVAL: The Tamil sage, Sri
Ramalinga Swamigal or Vallalar,

encouraged the worship Brahman as
Light. Writing his experiences, He said, that

‘no sooner the Light was perceived,
happiness prevailed on me; the sweet

nectar was tasted by me as soon as the
Arutperunjothi – Supreme Grace of Light,
became visible.’ Swamigal advocates Jyoti

Upasana. The hymns of 1000 verses are
called Arul Perum Jyoti Ahaval. It was a

favourite of Sri Bhagavan Ramana
Maharishi.










Hara Hara Hara Hara Mahadeva.













The goddess Jyoti is
considered to be a

Hindu goddess of light
and the "Vel". She is the
daughter of Lord Shiva

and Goddess Parvati
and is closely

associated with her
brother Lord Murugan

because she is the
goddess of "vel".
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