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Ma Durga 
The Origin and Purpose

of Durga



Despite the fact that Hinduism is
known for having hundreds of

gods and goddesses, 
most Hindu traditions believe

there is just one goddess, 

or Devi, who
manifests in

many various
ways.



Devi, which means "goddess" in Sanskrit,
can take on as many different forms as

she wants. 
"Shakti," which means "energy," is a
popular nickname for her. So, how

does this connect to Durga?
Durga is one of Devi's or Shakti's

many incarnations. Durga was not
born to have a child like some of
Devi's other forms, but rather to
slay a demon. Mahisa Asura was a
buffalo demon who was also a

god's cousin.



Brahma, the creator deity, granted
him immortality with one

condition: he may be murdered by a
woman.

Brahma

Mahisa Asura, along
with the other

Asuras who were
gods' relatives,

assaulted all of the
gods and couldn't
be defeated thanks

to Mahisa's new
immortality.



The gods resolved to combine
their efforts in order to destroy

Mahisa, resulting in Durga, a
female avatar of Devi.

According to legend, the two fought for
nine nights before Durga emerged

victorious. This is commemorated during
the Navaratri festival, which literally

translates to "nine nights."



Chamundi



Durga killed Mahisha, the Asura
ruler. The Asuras returned to
Pataal-lok, the underworld,

after his death.

Shumbha vowed vengeance and
ascended to the Asura throne. He

launched an attack on Svarg-
lok, the devas' dwelling, with the

help of his brother Nishumbha,
and was successful in taking it. 



While the Asuras were
celebrating their victory, King
Shumbha's faithful lieutenants
Chanda and Munda kept an eye

on the deposed gods'
movements.



The devas rushed to Mount
Himavat and begged to Goddess
Durga for assistance. Instead of

Durga, Lord Shiva's consort
Parvati emerged from her abode
to listen to their woes. She was

understanding. A woman's figure
tumbled out of her body,

stunning to behold. Ambika was
the Durga incarnation.



"Victory to Ambika!" said the devas, who
were pleased to see the celestial

warrior.
The gods raced to Mount Himavat,

pleading with Goddess Durga for help.
Lord Shiva's consort Parvati, rather

than Durga, emerged from her abode to
listen to their complaints. She was
considerate. The figure of a woman
erupted from her body, amazing to

behold. Ambika was the manifestation
of Durga.

The devas, who were overjoyed to see
the celestial warrior, exclaimed,

"Victory to Ambika!"



Shumbha listened intently as his spies
recounted everything that had occurred on

Mount Himavat. When they told him about
the Goddess Ambika, he was ecstatic. She
sounded like the embodiment of feminine

grace.
He announced, "I will make her my queen."
"Without a doubt, she was created for me,

the Master of the Three Worlds!"
He sent one of his courtiers to the goddess

with a marriage proposal.
Ambika was amused by the situation.

"I'd want to be his queen," she expressed her
desire, "but is he the strongest?"
"Strongest?" the envoy inquired.

"I've made a commitment to only marry the
Three Worlds' most powerful warrior. Is he

the most powerful?"
"He is very strong," the envoy remarked.
"Didn't he defeat the Devas?" you might

wonder.



"However, is he capable of
defeating me?" Only if he can

defeat me in combat will I believe
he is the strongest!"

The emissary returned to his
master, distraught, to inform

him of Ambika's rejection of his
proposition.

Shumbha was irritated. "Her
arrogance complements her
beauty," he observed, "but she

has to be put in her place!"
He summoned Dhumra-lochana,

his commander-in-chief, and
told him to bring Ambika to him.
To carry out his king's orders,

Dhumra-lochana marched at the
head of an army of battle-

hardened troops.



He surged forward with a
thundering roar when he

saw Ambika.
The goddess stood

motionless as he
approached. "HOOOM!" she

said when he got close
enough. The sound wave
landed in the middle of

Dhumra-forehead lochana's
and...poof! He'd been reduced

to a smattering of ash!



When Shumbha learned of
the death of his bravest
warrior, he was furious.
He screamed, glaring at

Chunda and Munda, "She's
mocking me!" "She's making
fun of me!" She has no idea

who she's up against! Get her
now! Take her by the hair
and drag her over to me!"



Ambika was irritated when she saw
Chanda and Munda arrive. Her brows

furrowed into a dark, angry scowl, and
the dreadful figure of Kaali erupted

from her forehead.
When Chanda and Munda saw Kaali Maa
approaching them with her bloodshot
eyes, a garland of skulls around her

neck, and her tongue lolling, they were
terrified. She destroyed their army,

knocked off their heads, and delivered
them to Goddess Ambika, who hugged her
and praised her as Chamundi, Chanda and

Munda's slayer.



Shumbha was at a standstill
for the time being. But he

would eventually make war
against Goddess Ambika once

more.
Maa Durga



The nine nights of
durga
Avatars



Goddess 
Shailaputri




Day 1 

Shailaputri
daughter of the

mountain 



Day 2 
Goddess

Brahmacharini

The Goddess of
Penance



Day 3 
Chandraghanta

The Goddess of War

The
married
version

of
goddess

durga



Day 4 
Kushmanda

The Goddess of
Creation

The Goddess Of
Light And Energy



Day 5 
Skandamata

Goddess of
motherhood and

children



Day 6 
Katyayani

Goddess
of Power



Day 7 
Kaalratri

Goddess of
Auspiciousness
and Courage



Day 8 
Mahagauri

Goddess  of
liberation

and
knowledge 



Day 9 
Goddess

Siddhidatri
Goddess of

accomplishment



Facts about 
 goddess  durga



She is seen riding a lion. While a lion signifies
power, Maa Durga, who is sitting on a lion is

the ultimate power, Shakti.

Goddess Durga is known as Triyambake
which means She has three eyes. Her three eyes

signify Agni, Surya and Chandra.

By her very name, Maa Durga can be
conceived as the supreme power. The word

‘Durga’ means invincible.



Given that she is the supreme power, Maa
Durga was able to destroy Mahishasura, the

demon who took various forms. She is
therefore known as Mahishasura Mardini.














godsess durga


